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Background: The ARIC study has substantial data and specimen which should be available to the 
widest possible group of investigators to promote the highest caliber science possible. However, 
study contract resources are focused on the conduct of the study itself with increasing demands 
of a large surveillance program and ongoing activities. Ancillary studies involve a number of costs 
which individually are quite modest but added together over all ARIC operating units and across 
dozens of active studies can over-tax the study resources. 
  
The ARIC study has developed a general policy for minimal charges to ancillary studies. 
Exceptions can be requested. These will be considered on a case by case basis. 
  
Table of Charges Cost Categories 

Request Type  Simple 
Requests 

Moderate 
Requests 

Advanced 
Requests 

Data set preparation $3,000 $5,000 $10,000 

Summary Table preparation $3,000 $5,000 $10,000 

QC on replicate samples $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 

Receive data, archive, track and send out to PIs 
(Cost could increase if it has to be merged with current data 
sets.) 

$2,000 $4,000 $6,000 

  
The Coordinating Center will determine if the data set or request is 'simple' and will increase 
charge appropriately for large or complicated data sets or analyses. 
  
The following is a guideline for determining request cost categories: 
Simple = one visit, <=100 variables (variables outlined with ARIC variable names) 
Moderate = multiple visits and/or outcome data <=100 variables (variables outlined with ARIC 
variable names). 
Advanced = multiple visits and/or outcome data > 100 variables. 
Exceptions can be made (up or down, including higher than the "advanced" level) by the CC as 
determined by the request. Conditions to consider are if the CC has to redo an IRB, create 
derived variables or do other administrative tasks.  
  
The minimal charge for providing ARIC data for ancillary studies or meta analyses is $3,000. (For 
meta analyses, this is often just a summary table.) 
  
The minimal charge for preparing quality control on blinded duplicates for ancillary study 
laboratory data or for receiving, storing and distributing AS data is $2,000. 
  
Contact person: Gina Andrews (Project Manager; Contact for questions about ARIC Study)  
Gina.Andrews@mail.cscc.unc.edu 
 
Collaborative Studies Coordinating Center, University of North Carolina 
Department of Biostatistics 
Bank of America Center 
137 E. Franklin Street (receptionist to sign for packages), Suite 203 
Mail Station: 8030, Room 23 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
Phone: (919) 962-3259 Fax: (919) 962-3265 


